What is Challenge
Poverty Week?
Challenge Poverty Week

The aims of the week are:

is an opportunity for you
to raise your voice
against poverty and unite
with hundreds of
organisations across
Scotland in calling for a
more just and equal
society.

• To raise a unified voice
against poverty and show that
we all want to live in a more just
and equal Scotland.
• To build awareness of and
support for solutions to poverty.
• To change the conversation
around poverty and help end
the stigma of living on a low
income.

#ChallengePoverty #NowIsTheTime
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M E S S A G E S
K E Y

In Scotland, we believe in justice and compassion and want to see our
country reflect these values. That’s why we all think ending poverty must
be a top priority for all levels of government.
So, it cannot be right that 1 in 5 people today are living with the constant
pressure of trying to get by on an insufficient income. Low wages,
inadequate social security payments, and the rising cost of living are holding
people back.
Our economic recovery from the Covid-19 crisis must involve redesigning our
economy to boost people’s incomes, reduce the cost of living, and create
green jobs that help people and the planet.

Too many people in our society are
locked in the grip of poverty,
restricted from playing a full role
in society.

But in Scotland, we all agree
that poverty can, and must, be
solved.
By redesigning our economy to
reflect our shared values of justice
and compassion, we can unlock
poverty’s grip.

To do this, action must be taken to
boost people's incomes, reduce the
cost of living, and create the just and
green Scotland we all want to see.
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Daily themes
Our suggested themes can help you organise your plans for Challenge Poverty
Week. However, this isn't necessary and you can focus on any issue you like, on any
day. Keep an eye on our website and social media to find out on which days
specific themes will fall.

Our daily themes for CPW
2021 will be:
Public services
Employment
Social security
Health
Community and local
democracy
Environment

Each daily theme will be
accompanied by a few
related policy asks
which you can also
support if you wish, and
we will be publishing
easy to use Policy
Guides to help you
support the Challenge
Poverty Week asks with
confidence.
If you would like more information
about our themes or policy asks,
feel free to contact
ashley.mclean@povertyalliance.org
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How to get involved
Taking part in Challenge Poverty Week is rewarding and
impactful. Last year almost all Local Authorities in Scotland
took part, and this year we hope all 32 will get involved. This
toolkit will give you some examples of activities you can run as
a Local Authority, or ways you can encourage stakeholders to
participate. if you wish to talk further about how you’ll be
taking part, please contact suzi.murning@povertyalliance.org.
Like last year, we are encouraging Challenge Poverty Week
activities to take place online whenever possible. However,
now that restrictions are lifting, you may wish to organise inperson activities too.

Run an event
Events can have different structures and vary in scale, from a lunch-time talk
delivered to your colleagues about a piece of research you've undertaken
around poverty, to a public conference with a hundred attendees or a public
meeting where the local authority presents their efforts to combat poverty in
the area.
Types of people to invite:
Community groups and charities
Local government employees
Local businesses
Frontline staff
School and college students

Possible topics may include:
Poverty and inequality
In-work poverty and fair work
Poverty and mental/physical health
Fuel and food poverty
The stigma of poverty
Poverty and climate change
Links between poverty and gender,
ethnicity, disability
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Champion your work
Will your organisation be publishing research or a report on a topic related to
poverty? Will you be launching a new campaign or initiative? The focus on
poverty-related issues during Challenge Poverty Week makes it an ideal
platform to launch any work your organisation may be undertaking.
We can help promote your action online and with the press, so please do let
us know if you plan to launch something during the week by contacting
meg.mcgrath@povertyalliance.org.

Child Poverty Action Plans
Local Authorities can use Challenge Poverty Week to engage local
constituents with work being undertaken around the Child Poverty Action
Plans. This could be through highlighting the progress that is already being
made or by providing opportunities for constituents to feed into the plans.

"Challenge Poverty Week is a much-needed opportunity for all of us to
come together to reflect on the causes of poverty and to promote
understanding and support for the solutions to it. This makes Challenge
Poverty Week an important date in One Parent Families Scotland's
calendar, and we look forward to getting involved again this year to
change the conversation around poverty."
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'Get Heard' community
discussion

Visits from local
councillors

Get Heard Scotland is a program
coordinated by the Poverty Alliance to
facilitate discussions about how to
address poverty. You can decide to
organise a Get Heard meeting as part
of Challenge Poverty Week.

Local councillors may take the opportunity
during CPW to visit organisations in their
ward and hold discussions about the
reality of poverty in the area and gather
suggestions as to what the local authority
could do to address these issues.

Several local authorities have already
run successful Get Heard Discussions
and feedback from the events have
been used in local Child Poverty Action
Plans. Use our Get Heard toolkit to help
you deliver this activity, which can be
found on our website:
www.povertyalliance.org.

Examples of organisations to visit are:
• Primary and secondary schools
• Community groups or organisations
• Local churches or religious centres
• Local charities
• Public sector organisations

Discussions should be focused around
these three simple questions:

What works in your
community?
What doesn’t work?
What needs to change?
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Create media content
Creating media content that highlights the solutions to poverty can be a very
valuable way to participate in Challenge Poverty Week. Topics may include:
research into poverty, updates on anti-poverty work from your Local Authority,
interviews with experts, people with lived experience of poverty or those working
to address it, and new commitments to tackle poverty. To support your activities,
you can find our media toolkit on our website: challengepoverty.net.
Recommended content ideas:
Use #ChallengePoverty and #NowIsTheTime to join the national
conversation. We’ll be sharing graphics and template content for you to use
and providing resources for you to create your own.
Make a video with Local Authority employees, Councillors, or your Council
Leader.
Write a blog about experiences of poverty in your area, or ask a partner
organisation to write one.

Lesson plans
Schools
Each year lots of primary and secondary schools use our Challenge Poverty Week
lesson plans. Our lesson plans have been developed with the help of education
professionals as a tool for engaging pupils around poverty and inequality. We
encourage Local Authorities to promote the availability of these resources for use
during the week. Updated lesson plans will be published on
challengepoverty.net.

Colleges
We developed lesson plans specifically for college students, which we also
encourage Local Authorities to promote to their local colleges. Updated
respurces will also be published on challengepoverty.net. A new SQA approved
assessment on poverty is also now available, that any college or department can
use as part of their communication assessments. These can be used at any time.
Contact suzi.murning@povertyalliance.org for further information.
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Host an open day
Hosting an open day is an opportunity to showcase and celebrate the work to
combat poverty and inequality that is being done across your Local Authority
area. It will also enable you to connect with others who are interested in
joining your efforts and potential service users.
You may choose to hold an open day yourselves or support local organisations
to hold their own open days. You can invite other local organisations to have a
stall at your event to showcase their work too. As part of this event, you can
deliver a series of activities to attract a wider audience, such as:
• Children’s activities like games and face painting
• Community art exhibition
• Live music and spoken word
• Discussion or talk about your work and further commitments to address
poverty and inequality

Run an information stall
Hold an information stall at a local community centre, a shopping
centre, the local square or high street, or as part of a wider event. This
is an opportunity to showcase your work relating to poverty and
inequality and connect with potential service users. It is also a
valuable chance to inform the public about the solutions to poverty
that your local authority is implementing.
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How to make change happen online
We are encouraging Challenge Poverty Week 2021 to take place online
whenever necessary. Pushing for change through digital mediums can be just
as successful as traditional methods. It is an opportunity to connect with lots
of people and spread your message in creative ways.
Each year, many Local Authorities chose to run social media campaigns and
these are a great way to highlight local issues, sign-post constituents to local
services, or highlight ongoing anti-poverty initiatives in your area. For
example, your Local Authority Twitter or Facebook account could post
infographics or videos throughout the week.

How we can help
To support your involvement in Challenge Poverty Week, we can:
• Promote your activity through social media, local media, and our
events calendar.
• Provide free training on framing, media, and social media.
• Provide social media graphics, media templates and petition letters.
• Get individualised advice: email suzi.murning@povertyalliance.org.
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"Challenge Poverty Week offers the
chance to explore some of the most
innovative and effective work and to
identify the barriers that too many
people face when trying to lift
themselves from poverty.” Craig
Wilson, SCVO.

Keep in touch
www.challengepoverty.net/
suzi.murning@povertyalliance.org
0141 353 0440

@PovertyAlliance @CPW_Scotland

Challenge Poverty Week is a
real, practical opportunity to
build a stronger movement
against poverty and
demonstrate our values of
justice and compassion. At a
time when life is becoming
tougher for many people, it
is vital that we build support
for ending poverty.

@PovertyAlliance
@PovertyAlliance
The Poverty Alliance is a registered charity

Now is the time to
challenge poverty!
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